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MKXICO CITY.
MEXICO will never

have permanent
peace until the
peons are paid life-
giving wages. As
it is now it is mor»-

profitable to be in
the army than t«>

work on the farms*,
and unless Presi¬
dent Huerta adopts
the drastic policy
of Porfirio Diaz

the brigands and rebels will have no trou¬

ble in cutting recruits
Th question of wag«-s and labor was

aci'ated during the administration of Ma-
d^ro. and his efforts to better labor condi-
t on? wer»* one cause of his downfall.
The present administration is trying to

carry out some of the policies inaugurat¬
ed b\ him and the indications are that
the lai'or troubles are only at their begin¬
ning

?
* *

I have some figures l«efure me which
come from the secretary of agriculture.
Tie puts the daily wages now being paid
on th'> farms at from JO to iI5 cents a day.
h\t adds ther»- are places out in the coun¬

try where they are not more than half
that amount. This is in American money,
as are all the figures of this letter.
There are millions in Mexico who are

w<« k;n^r on the haciendas for less than
'S> cents a day and there . re thousands in
the factories who are being paid less than
on^ dollar. In some of the mills the
minimum wage is as low as 10 cents, and
!r runs from that to 4."i cents, whereas in
others, for the same kind of work, the
wages run from ,V> cents to a dollar.
There are something like 40.0<*» laborers
nr.ployed in the large factories, and their
average wages per day are .~«0 cents gold.
The government is trying to remedy

the-e conditions. It has established a

department of labor, which has already
d»*alt with seventy-five strikes, and It is
row taxing the product of each factory
on the basis of its hours of work and
wages. The institutions are favored ac¬
cording to whether they conform to tfie
government regulations or not. The ad¬
ministration is trying also to improve
the condition of the laborers on the farms
by giving back lands to the towns and
gradually bringing about a division of
th* large estates. As to this, however,
but little has yet been accomplished.

*

* *
The fight of the men in the factories

is for a ten-hour day. and they want to
fix also a minimum wage for all parts
of the republic. As it is now some of the
factories are working from 5:30 o'clock
In the morning until !? o'clock in the
evening. There is only one exception.
This is on Saturday, when the hands are

let off at 4 p.m. In the mills in
which that rule prevails the cloth made
5s white cotton sheeting, and the regular
output is about l.sn*» pieces per day. The
bigsest cotton mills here are those of
Orizaba. They employ 10,<)00 hands, the
rri"St of whom are native men and boys,
less than -WO being women. The work is
done with modern machinery and the
< ompanj makes a larg»- profit. It pays
higher wag»-« than those I have mention-
«*!. and it has built 1,'.>*» houses for its
factorj hands. There is another cotton
factory In the state of Toluca. where
most of th» workmen are boys from eight
to fifteen yfrars of age. Here the average

f*.
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wage is about 3U cents a day. and until
lately the hours have been long. Nearly
everywhere the women are paid less than
the men «and the boys less than the
women. This is so in the tobacco fac¬
tories as well.

I had a talk last night with an Ameri¬
can contractor who has been putting up
buildings all over Mexico. He tells me
that the <ordlnary mechanic's wage in
the cities is from 50 cents to $1 a day.
<"arpenters get $1 for good wftrk. and
bricklayers and masons the same. In the
coast towns, where there Is plenty to du
around the wharves, the wages are high¬
er, but as a rule the higher the wages the
less number of days of work furnished
The man who gets $1 a day will work
only two or three days p week, and If
he gets $2 he may work a while and then
lay off for a month. A few weeks ago a
contractor found that six of his men
were doing so well that he could raise
their wages 50 per cent. They were re¬
ceiving *1 a day, and he gave them fl..V>.
The result was that he got only three
days of work the next week, and he final¬
ly had to discharge the whole gang and
bring in new men at the old rate of
wages. He says the labor is not so effi¬
cient as ours, and that one American will
lay more bricks than four Mexicans.
The laboring people on the haciendas

or farms are far worse ofT than those
of the cities,. The average wages there
run from 45 cents and upward per day,
hut millions of the farm hands and their
families are in a state of debt slavery,
getting little more than their clothing
and food. The laws are such that they
dare not leave their masters without pay¬
ing their debts, and as a result they work

along from hand to mouth, receiving a
little spending money now and then, and
increasing their debts whenever they
have a wedding or a funeral. The only
way they can escape is by getting some
one to assume their debts, and this is
sometimes done by the neighboring haci-
endados or others who want workmen
and can find none in the market. It is
difficult to get a peon away from his old
master, and this is especially so if he has
been fairly well treated.
And still I find that money talks quite

as loudly here as on the other side of the
boundary. At least it did so not long ago
for some Americans who were opening a

rubber plantation In th«> tropical low¬
lands. and were hard up for labor. They
offered big wages, but in vain. All the
peons of the neighborhood were in debt
slavery to the owners of the estates about,
and the promises of the foreigners fell
fiat.

*
* *

_

At last the Americans brought in sev¬

eral bushels of new Mexican dollars, and
laid them in great piles on the table in
the rude building which formed their
plantation office. They then ealled in the
peons and showed them the money, say¬
ing that they had brought it there to
pay off their debts for them and also
that they had bushels of other dollars
to pay them wases as well. They offered
to pay the debts of the peons provided
they would drop their present employers
and work for them, and the wages they
proposed were higher than the peons had
ever had in the past.
The sight of the money worked won¬

ders. Tiie peons came over in a body
and were instructed by the Americans to
wet papers showing their exact Indebted¬
ness. They did so and the Americans
then went with them to their old employ¬
ers and saw that they were legally freed.
The men were then able to contract, and
their contracts were registered with the
officials of the district so that they be¬
came legally bound to their American
employers.
Nominally there is now no slavery In

Mexico, but really this form of debt
slavery is still in existence. The
rich estate owners have practically con¬
trolled the jefe-pollticos or local officials,
who can force the men to go into the
army, and it is through them that they
have kept the Indians at work. During
the administration of Diaz it was the
same with the factories, the jefe-politicos
aiding in keeping the men on the job.
The wiping out of this great labor-
forcing machine is one of the questions
agitated by the reformers of Mexico to¬
day, and it is the hope of the most, ad¬
vanced that It may be accomplished-
The system has been complete and wide-
reaching, and all sorts of methods have
been employed to keep the peons In debt.
Nearly every big estate has' its store,
where the Indian laborers can run bills
of credit, and the same has been true
of the factories and in the mines. The
peon is naturally thriftless. He is like a
child, and he will borrow all that he
can. This Is especially so at the times
of weddings and funerals. A man will
mortgage his future in order to have a

big wedding outfit, and when deaths
occur there Is more debt on account of
the funerals. It is now over forty
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years since peonage or debt slavery was
abolished by law, hut that law Is a dead
letter In many parts of the republic.
There are back districts, such as ma-,

hoganv camps, from which now and then
come stories of flogging, and there is un¬
doubtedly forced labor on certain of the
hig haciendas.

*
* *

I heard the other night a story of how
the innocent Indian is sometimes kept 011

the job. It shows a condition more cor¬

rupt than the worst practices of the
American loan shark. In this instance
one of the peons thought he would keep
track of his indebtedness and had it
marked down item by item in a book. He
took this book to his master, and asked
him how it came that the foreman had
charged him |15, when he had only re¬
ceived $5. The master called in the fore¬
man. whereupon the foreman swore at
the peon, saying:
"You ignorant fellow. cp.n't you see you

owe $15? First there was the |5 you
asked me for; second, the $5 I gave you.
and third, the $5 which was charged to
your account. Now three timeB five is
fifteen. You owe $15. and you must get
out of here and go back to your work."
This is probably an overdrawn state¬

ment, but fraud couid be easily perpetrat¬
ed upon the peon by an unscrupulous
master.
Indeed. It is hard to describe the condi¬

tions of the Mexican maste^. There are
here about 10,000,000 men,, women and
children, and of these more than three-
fourths are Indians, of as pure blood as

that which Mowed through .r vms of
the Aztecs. There are several millions of
a mixed breed, and some hundreds of
thousands who iiave come down direct
from the Spaniards Of the Indians
there are something like 'HNUiOti who
can neither read nor write. There have
been a number of laws making education
free and compulsory, but they have been
honored in the breach rather than in the
observance, and today there are some¬
thing like 12.0U) schools for a population
about one-sixth that of the United States,
and the school population is not one-
twenty-fifth that of ours. Right here at
tiie Mexican capital you can find the
public letter-writer on the streets, as in
India, and there is one such scribe near
the cathedral who has a typewriter and
takes down dictation from the Indians
by tapping the keys.

* ?
*

This condition seems all the worse when
we remember the advanced civilization of
the Aztecs at the time Cortez came. They
had their own records and picture writ¬
ing and they lived far better than they
do now. Mexico City then had 120.000
stone houses and Montezuma had other
rich cities and villages in his possession
He had the country better garrisoned
than It is today and he kept better or¬
der. He had a system of postal stations
and his courier service was such that re¬

lays of letter carriers brought dispatches
from Cortez at \"era Cruz over the moun¬
tains to the capital and back, a distance
of about 400 miles, in a little more than
a week. Freeh flsh from the Gulf of Mex¬

ico were brought to Montezuma's tabl«
within twenty-four hours from the tim«
they were caught. The Indians of thai
day wore clothes of woven cotton, and
they were far better clad than they art
now. The women had skirts and petti
coats of different lengths, and these wer«
of fine texture and prettily embroidered
The people made beautiful toys and wen
skillful in metals, making hatchets ol
copper alloyed with tin and Kreat plate.<
of gold and silver wonderfully carved
We do not know just how much gold Cor
tez carried away, but among the flrsi
presents he received from Montezuma
was a golden plate as hig as a cart wheel,
and it is said the Indian chiefs who met
him wore i.mior of gold and that they
had collars, bracelets and earrings of the
same precious metal
Such were the Indians who lived here

about 40<» years ago. They were enslaved
by the Spaniards and a large proportion
of them have been slaves ever since. I
wish I could show you how they are liv¬
ing in these days of our advanced civil¬
ization and in this year of our l>ord 1»13.
On most of the haciendas on the plateau
they have huts of wun-drted brick, many
of which are so low that a man cannot
stand upright in them. The rooms are
small and dark. Some of the houses
have no windows and their doors are of
the rudest description. The roofs are

fiat and the houses are. in fact, little
more than brick boxes. They are very
like the homes of the fellahin on the
banks of the Nile.
In the mountains about Toluca are

shanties not more than four feet in
height, and near the railroad 011 the way
to Mexico City you may see families liv-

e tn sim. ks mad. ..f old t.,. ,,r .r

.f!! ",U k "«» HVH IlSt t he *id- of
HI. the home Hv.hk half cave ami , .

' Sometimes ,f.. Mr>, (V
. ud forminc the *»]b of th* hut. w -

tb-iich ..f cartes or straw mak* <. t .»

ro«.r. It \nii Mill ivmrmbfi li »» I >nj: .

railroad tie is >oii wiii know th.-
< such I.tit* in other pla.es t orr
»¦ ts built with ridg, roof. an^
norn are AoinfMrnN of boards ti!e«
In traveling through th. mountain «.

r-fcu.nj. th* hoard ,-o.fs a-.
held do* m h\ stones pl.1,.-j upon them
and the ii.es a;. ;n ,.ort*r |n ,,
f«-w of su< h huts a,. nails u>«d. roj,..*
and wvthf« taking the.r la.

*
» ¦+¦

Furth-r down in the lowland* the hut*
aie made o* ran.' and poles The p., , «

are driven into the ground. Rnd the can-

is fastened to them ti e host-., h. ,,K r>t,_
ished w,th a that h roof made ..f .r-

stalks or cane Sometimes the*.- r-o.e
"alia are plastered but -iften you Can *< e

through betwn., ,1 the canes. The westhe¬
te so warm that no fir** .,re needed Mnd
tne conking is often 1. ne in th. ..pan

Hfre in Mexico . it* the moat of the In

*, ,n t«',»n-en? houses who a

tamiles . -en 1.,-n *; crowded into

|«»om. Mm of the !»rger huild:ngs have
the poo. on the .IrM flo.,: and the better

I o, a, °V'' "n "'"skirts a re th*

.«',7 IV "''ujm'''s made of t.fl(He ma
leiial from tin oani to More U?o ..««

t liere are some hut* nf sun-d- .

so low that the |*e.iplr have .

enter them.
I wish i could take vou into

the poorer huts. such as van cm in.l
.¦'moss any part of the repui.il, j

m.thL/*1 V" «round flooi w3-
not »"*cer than that of a kit hen of
i « '-.im,i\ flai. It had walla of railroad

he ton"? -Th '' U** li4:d
' To'' fo- med t ne roof X . -adle h.. k-

a s'kin ""a °Ut *>f " * hab>' " **

.
Bf * freshl> boiled iohster

I'linaed at me aw i entered x fro* 'v
, eon woman was ro< king the r.ad e an I

1 children hung round

* 5ft

I looked for furniture The.e were onjv
two stools and a mat which was spread
upon the ground. The father, n.othe, and
.¦ah* slept on the mat. in another .on.e-
were the two stones upon Which the worn
an grinds the coin of wh ell she makes
the tortillas or bread of the family
Nearby was a pot of lime water in which
corn was soaking, and j above hum:
from the rafters was a bunch of the red
peppers used to flavor the food.
As I said "huenos dios." or good-da v.

the woman rose and w»-en in my broken
Spanish I tod her that h^r baby «¦,.

pretty she stn'ied and said 1

sra .as
>he was beautiful, though frowsv >he

r°^,aeWh,,t; W',ai81 loos*' at th^ n«*<k ar.d
a red flannel skirt which fell to within
an Inch of hfr shapely brow d ankles
feet were |^re. and 1 doubt not that ail
the clothes she iK»sseFS»d were those she
had on and the b'ue otton teboaa or

shawl which I cou'd see hanging from
one of the projecting railroad tie* Mt ,h^
edge of the roof.
As I chucked the baby under the < hln

the father entered He was better ciad
than his wife, and his clothing w as clean¬
er. ft consisted'of a white cotton shirt,
a pair of wide cotton trousers and a red
blanket which was thrown over tha
shoulders. He had on a straw hat with
a brim as larg. around as a paraaol, and
a crown which rose up like a sugar loaf
H - wore no shoes, but had sandals con¬

sisting of pieces of leather l»ound on with
straps.

*
* *

I'pon inquiry I found that this man «

wages were :m cents a day and that he
owed a debt of over $P«t His whole suit
could not have cost more than *5. and the
same sum would probably outfit his w :fe
In western Mexico some of the peasants

have suits of tanned goatskin which cn<o

$?1. but such a suit will last several >ear«.
especially as they have a way of half-
soling their trousers where the wear s

the hardest. The sandals cost about ".">
cents a pair They art merely sole |e«th
Pr strips tied to the bare feet with strins^
Down in the lowlands the women wear

Jess clothing than on the plateau a com
mon costume being a long Mother Huh
hard nightgown with short slee\es Th -

is cut low at the neck and tied tn w th .«

string at the waist. As to the children,
the less said about their clothes th- h, ?.
ter. A little back of Tampieo and near
\era < ruz you may see good-*i*ed bo ,

and slrls wearing nothing more than .1M

Th^Totnd EoT l,ofore El«* ate that tp,,!*.
ihe i>ahies, likewise, go naked

FRANK G. CARPENTER.

CONVICT REPUBLIC EXISTS UNKNOWN FOE TWENTY YEARS IN EASTERN SI

Discovered by Kasimir
Veliki, the Explorer.It

Has More Stringent Laws
Than Any Other Community
in the World.Russian Gov¬
ernment Does Not Know
What to Do With the Inhabi¬
tants, Who Have Violated
Almost Every Law of the

*¦ Land.To Prevent Word of
Their Existence Reaching the
Outside World They Have
Murdered Most of the Unfor¬
tunate Travelers Who Have
Fallen Into Their Hands.

*1 . «ten<<<t The Star.

ST. PETERSHl RO. April 17, ISM:;.
XK of the most
troublesome tasks
of Privy Oouncil-
.>r X. A. Magla-
knff. who has Just
been brought from
governing Tohornt-
gofT to the minis¬
try of the interior.
1s to decide what
should be done
with the lmansk
republic, the mys¬

terious commonwealth whose deeds anil
terrors have astonished Russia during the
past six months K"r twenty .years this
Iniansk republic has existed in the czar's
dominions. with its own constitution,
laws, punishments, printing press and
police, yet its discovery is only recent.
The Imansk republic was found last

war by tiie traveler Kasimir Veliki, who
(!>..: made a tour up to the I'ssurl and
up part of the Iman river to look for

les It lies 300 miles from Vladi¬
vostok in r»n unexplored part of Prim-
orsk province, in the valley of a tribu¬
tary of the I'ssuri. It is entirely within
the Russian empire, and all other vil-
.a«:»-s and settlements in the neighborhood
are officially known, and are subject to
rh>- jurisdiction of the cxar's government.
Vehki hit upon it accidentally, and with
p**rit to himself.
AVhen crossing country which In the

maps is marked blank he came upon
some isolated farms, and. further on, a
town of about a thousand houses. Im¬
agining himse'f to be. near an unknown
Chinese settlement, he went on. and came
across Mongolian-looking infants, who,
to his surprise, cried out to him in a

mongrel Russian dialect. A moment later
he was challenged by an armed man. and
.eiied. He found himself in a big vil¬
lage. with houses and church mainly in

Russian style, but showing strong Chi¬
nese Influences, and he learned that he
was in a Russo-«*hinese community which
'ailed itself "linanskaya Respublika,"
and claimed to he independent both of
the czar and the government of Peking.
Over a dirty inn floated a flag which re¬
sembled the Russian tricolor, but was
embroidered with a bad copy of the Chi¬
nese dragon. By a stroke of lu< k. an'l
after surprising adventures. Veliki es¬
caped before he could find out more
about this unknown republic.
At Vladivostock Veliki's story ivas at

fir-t not believed. Afterward a commis¬
sion o< Inquiry was sent out under es¬
cort of .'«"<. Cossasks. with three mounted
guns. The commission occupied the town
by surprise, and returned to Vladivostock
with a complete report. It discovered
that the republic had first been started
as a holy retreat for ascetics and that
if afterward fell into the hands of Rus¬
sian and f'hin'-se convicts and prospered

1KNOKKKTI MHIKIAKOKK,
Kuaulas ¦¦rvllr, nks. iakerlllag 92ft,-
,>00,0410. save It up Mil nudrrfd >b»«t
Siberia, daally foaadlad tkr aettlemeat
that afterward became (he I man alt re-
awbift-.

amasingl>. The founder whs the mUiion-
aire ascetic Innokentl Slbir akoff. who
Inherited a fortune of I3.4Q0.U0U, fell
under the influence of mystical persons
and finally gave up his property and

KKLIttlOl S RITKS IN THK \KH I.Y DISC OVEREl) RUSSIAN CONVICT RBPI BI.IC.
The wlllrmrBt ban )u«l beta visited by ¦ Kovrrnmrni rommlMliin under military protection, and a strange eode of

law*, more sirlet than thnt of the anelent- Hebrews, ban been revealed.
I

wandered about Siberia and Russia as a and laws, and in the village and coun- the commission that the laws had been
try around counted nearly 5,<*K> adher- approved by the Chihese government.

When traveling in Kast Asia he was ents at the time it was discovered by The commission concluded that this was

struck by the secluded position of the Veliki. an untruth devised In order to prevent
Iman valley. He gave $j,«W to three The Russian commission, carefully the Imansk executioners being prose-
holy men to build log houses j^nd a log guarded 'by the 300 Cossacks, set itself cuted as common murderers. If that
<*hurch. The good men and twenty other to examine the laws and economic state were done half the male population of
persons prayed there for three years. In of the republic. They had opportunities Imansk would have to be put on trial,
the fourth year there descended upon to see the law at work. When they 9
them a baud of Yakutsk convicts, who entered the village a man was being * *
murdered the whole twenty-three per- hung up by the heels for stealing a horse. The imansk population had invented in
sons. These invaders started the And not far off a naked Chinese, who _a#lir, ignorance a code of laws a
Imansk republic, which was at first a had been beaten to death, lay in the
mere robbtrs' den; and for two years snow. Around his body danced the hundred times more severe than that of

kept pirate boats on the I'ssurl river. Imansk women, and sang menacing the ancient Hebrews. For about twenty
The republic developed. More bandits songs. The punished Chinese, It appear- offenses death is inflicted. Among these
and convicts came, fought, murdered and ed. had broken the local Ashing law. is not counted murde.r. The punishment

The Imansk republic proved to have a for murder Is beating and the payment

"besserebrennlk".a beggar.

drank. Next came Chinese with their
wives. The band'ts murdered the Chi- who'e code of laws, which cannot be of a fine of thirty of meat or
nese and stole their wives. The set- traced to any Russian or other orlgia. flab. The "state attorney Ot Imansk.
tlemeat grew, made ita own constitution The "atarshina" of the republic told an ex-convict named Kotoulleff, cava the

f

following as offenses for which the only
.punishment in death:
Whoever steal? a sable skin is buried

alive.
Whoever steals the roots of the yen-

schen plant is drowned.
Whoever does not keep a dog as watch

dog against intruders in the Imansk set¬
tlement is drowned. ,

Whoever leaves the village and tries
to make for a Russian settlement Is
beaten to death.
Whoever lets his hou^e catch fire is

hanged. If his wife only. Is guilty she is
hanged. and he is beaten with sticks.
Imansk republicans are mighty gam¬

blers. and they have a rigid code regulat¬
ing gambling. Cheating is almost the
only gambling offense which is not pun¬
ished. Gambling is allowed only between
the 15th of November and the 15th of De¬
cember in each year. Every Imansk
citizen who comes into the village from
a neighboring farm has a right -to de-

X. A. XAGL.AKOFF,
Rnulin mlBlatcr of the interior, vrho
dees not kaow what to do with the
Imauk republic.
mand board and lodging at any house he
chooses, and to pay only forty kopecks,
which is about 2f> cents a day. If he ar¬
rives around New Year day he has to
pay a fine of five roubles to the republican
exchequer, which goe* in festivities. The
Imaaak people distill their own vodka
from potatoes. Distilling vodka with rye

i

is punished with beating on the soles of
the feet.

*
* *

The lmansk "starshina."' or elder, is
the constitutional chief of the republic.
The real government is carried on by an

oligarchy consisting mainly of relatives
of the convict Znamensky. who led the
first bandit invasion and organized the
massacre of the original ascetic settlers.
All these families are of mixed Russian
and Chinese blood, and the present chief
of the settlement. Vassii Znamensky,
looks like a pure Chinese.
The lmansk republicans have taken

extraordinary precautions to keep
their existence a secret from the out¬
side world. The trappers, explorers
and tramps who have fallen into their
hands have always been put to death,
except where they undertook to join
the republic and never to leave it.
This choice, however, was very seldom
given to an educated person, as sucli
would be likely to tire of life in the
republic and make an attempt to es¬

cape. The commission discovered that
M. Kyrill Keodoroff. the rlrh grain
merchant of Mariinsk, who disappear¬
ed mysteriously five years ago. fell a
victim to the republic's laws In July,
r.wiT. M. FeodorofT. with two Cossack
servants, went exploring in the Sun-
gari and Iman districts. They were
seized near lmansk town by Znamen
sky and the guards of the republican
government. One Cossack was killed
while resisting. KeodorofT and the
other Cossack were beaten on the sole*
of the feet and given pardon on con¬
dition that they stayed in the republic,
and abandoned all hope of ever re¬

turning home. In order to save their
Jives they promised. FeodorofT was
given up for dead, and his wife sold
his house in Mariinsk and migrated to
Moscow.

*
* *

In the spring of 190S FeodorofT and
the other Cossack tried to escape. They
laid their plot with a Chinaman who
also wanted to leave the republic. The
Chinaman pretended to be going fish¬
ing and took the two Russians In his
boat, covering them with matting The
canoe eaptlaed in a rapid, and the
Chinaman and the Cossack were
browned. FeodorofT swam ashore and
fell into the hands of the republicans.
;*e was taken back ta lmansk, where
the three brothers Znamensky held a
court. They found him guilty of being
a spy sent by the Russian government,
and ordered him to be beaten eight.v
times with pine staves and then buried
alive. This sentence was carried out
The half-fainting FeodorofT was buriod
up to bis neck. On being asked Iron-
icallv bow he felt, he complained of
cold. hereupon a Chinaman was told 1

to throw a bucket of nearlv boiling '

water over his head. He died of shock. 1

Altogether it U estimated -00 per-

sons have been executed during t! *

existence of the republic Xevert s-
less t lie Russian commission admits
that the town and country around
have been administered in an orderl
fashion The reason of this w as thai
the punishments for even slip1-
offences were so terrible that no man
dared take risks The problem hef'-re
M Maklakoff at present 's whether ' t

punish those guilt* .if executions ..ind
tortures or not. If the decision Is to

punish them then practically the
whole population of Imansk inus' be
put on trial for murder, .itid it i« verv
doubtful whether any Jury would con¬

vict them.
The Irnansk republic has its "wi. i»-

ligion and its owi very peculiar c

toms as regards women Rome Rui«an
convicts in th* republic profess lir^K
orthodoxy and some Chinese settle!s pro¬
fess Confucianism, but the ma.iori* r

fess a <juaint mixture of the tw« Th-
Xnamenskys and the a ristocra 'f
Imansk claim tiiat the mixed «"hri-1" u n-

lt\ and «'onfucianism the "state reli¬
gion" of Irnansk.

*
* a

"Numerous Chines®." sa> s the
sion s report, "wanted at one time to a >

over to Christianity, but the head- of

t^ie village «>ppo.ced tins and obliged tnem

to adopt the new mixed religion. The

republicans. It seems, are equally rea¬

sonable about race. "The «'hine«-- ai.*1
Russians have absolutely no p:-'jud: ..

about skin color. They intermarr* <ci

equal terms." Marital unfaithfulness,
when the culprit is a woman, is one of

the worst punished crimes. Manx in¬

stances are given. An escaped woman

convict from Saghalien. who had left he-

hind her a convict husband, married ac¬

cording to mixed religion rites a subje t

of the Imansk state. Soon afterward sh«*

tired of the in* husband, ran away at '1

whs found in the house of the chief of
Imansk police. She was burned to d.ath
Her lover was not punished "Such
cases." says the teport, "are common
The Imansk people one and all believs
that in sex matters only a woman can

offend. They got this idea from the
Chinese. Their law provides the severe*'
punishments for women, but none at all
for men In one year four women were

put to death."
What will become of the lmansk re¬

public is not yet settled It is still flour¬
ishing. The t'ossacks withdrew when ihe
commission returned to Vladiviatok. Tfs
Itnansk people thereupon held a meeting
and threatened to resist by force any
attempt to make them submit to Rus*sn
laws. They have revolver* and knives
in plenty, but no military organization or

rifles, and could not resist the attack or

a company of soldiers M. Malakoff s

present plan. It is stated, is to disperse
I he republicans and use them for colon¬
izing the Isomer L'ssurl. They will make
good colonists. as they are first-rate men
tt Ashing and forest work and are skilled
trappers and hunters.

iCvpj right, lttia, by Curtis Itrowo.)


